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for if the Prime Minister, or the Secretary of State,
of  the  United  Kingdom   of  Great  Britain and
Ireland is allowed to act as his responsible adviser
in that capacity, it is only on sufferance"; since
theoretically the King in Canada or in Australia
should be advised by his Canadian or his Australian,
and not by his English councillors.   "What, how-
ever, would happen if questions were to arise in
which the peoples  of Great Britain and two or
more  Dominions   are   involved,   in  which  their
interests clash, and in which conflicting opinions
would be offered by the different sets of advisers ?
Here the Sovereign must either be guided by his
Imperial Chancellor, and leave him to adjust the
matter with his confreres overseas, or he must act
upon his own  independent  judgment.   But this
latter alternative would be a noticeable departure
from our established practice, and  it   would  be
contrary to the spirit of the maxim that " the Bong
can do no wrong "; which means that the Bang can
do no political or executive act except under re-
sponsible advice and through responsible agents.
In fact the prerogative is wielded by the Crown-
in-Council, the council being the ministerial body
which can be called to account by its constituents.
According to the orthodox theory, the Sovereign
is not bound to accept the advice offered him; but
if he rejects it, he must be prepared to "send
for" another group of councillors who will be able
to  obtain  the support of  the legislature and the
electorate.   This neat and compact formula may
apply very well to insular politics, especially when
there are only two great organised and disciplined
political parties; but with a federal or quasi-federal